THE   FINAL   STRUGGLE    •
among the Christians had been accompanied by savagery in
the First Crusade 5 among the Moslems, fanaticism was now
accompanied by even greater brutality. Bibars's orders were
to kill the Latins, and his army obeyed with alacrity. The
defence of the country rested with the military Orders, but
the combined strength of the Temple, the Hospital and the
Teutonic Order amounted to no more than a few hundred
knights and several thousand commoners, most of whom were
needed to garrison strongholds. In 1265 the whole prin-
cipality of Antioch had been taken by the Egyptians, and
Bibars then marched into the kingdom of Jerusalem.
Yet while the Moslems were raging through the Christian
territories, the Temple and the Hospital were engaged in
deadly struggles against each other. When a quarrel arose
between Genoa and Pisa regarding a convent which separated
the quarters of the maritime communities in Acre, the
Temple supported Pisa and the Hospital took the side of
Genoa. " They who had been looked upon as the protectors
of the Church showed themselves to be the most wicked
disturbers of the peace, each other, and of that Church.
Because of some deadly feud, the Hospitallers rose to a man
against the Templars, and after losing very many of their
own men, utterly destroyed the Templars, so that scarcely
a man escaped, whilst a great many of the Hospitallers still
survived. Never, indeed, was such a fearful slaughter
known to have taken place among the Christians, especially
men who served religion. After this calamity, the Templars
in the Holy Land consulted in these circumstances, and it
is said that they sent instructions to the brethren of the Order
in every country to leave a few in each house and, putting
aside all other matters, come in haste to the Holy Land to
make up the vacancies in their fraternity due to the death
of so many of their brethren, and also to exact a fearful
vengeance from the Hospitallers by force of arms. Through-
out the world there was much fear that, unless their anger

